Lorenzo turns 70 this month but will not tell me whether it is during the Yeh Bros Cup.
When do you plan to retire?

“l don’t know. | play at least five more years.”

Do you feel as sharp as when you were younger?

“It is different. | have more experience but the reflexes are not as sharp.”

What will you do when Lorenzo retires?

Alfredo: “I hope | can find a new partner after leaving Italy, because right now everybody is very upset with me,”
he laughs.

The Yeh Bros is the first event with your new team. What are your expectations?

Alfredo: “I won this event a very long time ago playing with Sementa, Garozzo and De Falco. | always come with
great pleasure to this tournament, always a very nice place, everything is perfecto. Obviously with our team |
hope to have a good result.”

MEET BARRY RIGAL

Many of the participants here travel the world pursuing our lifelong passion
for bridge along with the hope of winning bridge titles along the way. Others
however travel the same roads but are denied the opportunity of pursuing
their passions in favour of supporting the tournaments that we all enjoy. They
range from organiser and directors through to your humble bridge
correspondents. Barry Rigal is one such person who is has survived the test
of time and has been attending bridge tournaments around the world for more
than thirty years making it his full time profession twenty two years ago — yes
he has good status with various airlines.

Born in central London 59 years ago, Barry may soon be considering
competing in the various seniors tournaments that don’t clash with his
reporting duties. This December he will celebrate his twentieth wedding

anniversary to Sue Picus who he notes leads their ‘holder of World Titles
" competition’ five and zero. They have resided in Central Manhattan for many
years however the word ‘residing’ is used loosely when you know that Barry plays professionally around 180
days a year and writes almost every day as well.

He learned the basic rules of bridge from his family but learned the game more formally at St Paul’s School aged
twelve. He went on to study at Queen’s College Oxford starting for a BA in Latin and Greek with a Classic before
switching to Hebrew (hmm must ask him what prompted that decision). Life direction changes saw Barry enter
the workforce as an accountant, but after 15 years decided that this was not his calling in life.

His first bridge successes were second in the Cino del Duca in 1982 and making the final eight of the Gold Cup
and Crockfords while still at University. He is confident that his squad remains the weakest to complete this
double. More recently he has won two US National titles — the NABCs are the one event that Barry, without any
writing gigs, is able to play in regularly. His more regular partners have included Peter Czerniewski (1984-1991),
Jeff Aker (1998-2005) and his current partner Glenn Milgrim. In terms of which player past or present he would
love to have had a game with — “maybe Terrence Reese in his prime”.

His favourite tournament is the Board a Match Reisinger but he confesses that it is too hard for him while the
occasional success is so much sweeter with the difficulty - but he enjoys the challenge. Going forward he looks
forward to maintaining his current skills past 70 years of age and being a better partner (it is possible that this
comment came from Sue, his wife).

On the question of systems he favours transfer responses to 1 opening or alternatively a strong club opening
when not vulnerable. “with a standard base having a transfer response available by opener at his second turn
makes life so much easier. The initial transfer responses by responder are a small plus as well of course.
However [ think that Strong Club with no pre-emption is obviously a better method”. If he struggles with any
aspect of the game it is opening leads about which he says “mark up a loss of 10 IMPs and move on “this is the
part of the game where partner knows 26 cards when dummy comes down at least not the 13 that you have to
choose from for the opening leads”.
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